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Rover News 
Queensland 



New Member - Ray Armitage of Narangba 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   History of my 1951 Land Rover Series 1  80 inch   

My Land Rover was manufactured in Birmingham England in 1951 L-R C.K.D 

R.H.D chassis number 16662096. Shipped to Australia to be built by Annand and 

Thompson at Newstead Brisbane, who where the sole distributors for Queensland 

and Northern Rivers of NSW.   

My uncle purchased the Land Rover mid 1951 after the farm horse they had died. 

This was the only vehicle the family ever owned  up until 1951. This vehicle was 

only used for farm work and taking their produce to the markets at Rocklea. They 

were inspired to purchase the Land Rover by their neighbour who at that stage 

owned a 1949 Land Rover.  This vehicle is still at the neighbour's farm but has not 

worked  since 1980’s.   

I have been fortunate to be handed the Land Rover to restore it and keep this part 

of the family history alive.  

 Ray Armitage 



  

Ian Blackwood has done some research on the airbags fitted to the 75  - 

"Is my Rover 75 airbag affected by the Takata airbag recall ?" 

For those wondering if the airbags in their Rovers are subject to a recall but will 

never be contacted by the manufacturer, you can sleep well at night. 

Rover 75 and MG ZT were fitted with Airbags International branded (early year) or 

Autoliv branded (later year) airbags so are not affected by the recall of Takata 

airbags.  

Airbags International is a division of Autoliv. The only recall listed on Autoliv's 

website was for production between June and November 2016 causing failure to 

deploy. 

This was despite the then owners BMW being greatly affected by Takata airbags 

including the highly dangerous "alpha" design ones. It is worth noting that Honda and 

Takata already knew of the dangers in 2000, so maybe Rover still had friends at 

Honda and steered clear of Takata (or they just needed euro content levels) ! 

"What about the airbag light on the dash ?"  

Well I can't do an accurate long distance diagnosis, but it a quite common cause of 

this is the sensor that detects if the seat is occupied is faulty. This is a pad built into 

the seat that detects if you have a passenger (a driver is sort of assumed !) so the 

passenger airbag is only deployed if the seat is occupied. This reduces repair costs 

cause by unneeded deployments.  

Now you are probably thinking - "why didn't they just use the seat belt sensor ?". 

Unfortunately in some countries you cannot assume people will wear a seat belt, vote, 

think before tweeting or drive on the correct side of the road, so they must be 

protected solely by airbags. 

Fortunately, if the occupancy sensor is detected as faulty and that is the cause of the 

light - then normal design is "fail safe" so the airbag will always go off in a crash that 

is big enough to trigger deployment. In older cars, a crash big enough to trigger the 

airbags will always be a write-off in any case so one extra airbag won't make any 

difference. 

In my own car, I have modified the junction box the occupancy pad plugs into so the 

seat always appears occupied. Using correct software you can set the same thing in 

the car computer. Both these allow the light to be reset, keep you safe, but still have 

the light come on for other faults. 

As I said at the beginning - this is only one possible cause of the airbag light being 

illuminated. You are responsible for getting it checked and ensure your vehicle is 

safe. 

Thanks to Ian for this contribution. 

 

Rover 75 Air Bags 



 

  

All British Day 2018 



 

  



 

No General Meeting is held in December 



  



  

Rover 75 For Sale 

2002 Rover 75 Club. 

Full service history 

222,000 Kms 

In immaculate condition, always carefully serviced and maintained. 

Fitted with Rover timber rimmed steering wheel. 

New air conditioning system. 

12 months registration. 

$5000, negotiable. 

Contact Jane on 0408 875 400 



 

What's on? 

30th September - Noosa Beach Classic Car Show - Lions   

              Park Noosa Heads 

28th October - RCCQ  Brunch at Cooper's Cafe, Manly 

2nd December - RCCQ 
Christmas Party - 
Walkabout Creek - more 
details to come 

 

  

RCCQ Contact Information 

President - Gary Bickford:  0419 742 208 - obhouse@bigpond.net.au 

Secretary - Neale Webb:  0412 290 259 - nswebb@optusnet.com.au 

Treasurer - Max Thorne:  0414 602 950 - maxthorne@hotmail.com.au 

Committee -  

Damien Ash  0490 007 395 

Craig Barraud 3265 2133 (Bus. hrs only) 

Mark Denino  0416 016 332 

Robert Johnson 0422 878 170 

Jon Lowe  0467 038 133 

Ross McCormack 0403 040 334 

Something Rover to sell?  Speak to Frank Thorndike on 5545 2247 or Neale Webb 

if you have photos. 



 


